LECTURE IX.

The Blind Eye wd the Denf G,

Havine often said in this room that a minister ought to have
one blind eye and one deaf ear, I have excited the curiosity of
several brethren, who have requested an explanation ; for it
appears to them, as it does also to me, that the keener eyes and
ears we have the better. Well, gentlemen, since the text is some-
what mysterious, you shall have the exegesis of it.

A part of my meaning is expressed in plain language by
Solomon, in the book of Ecclesiastes (vi1. 21): “Also take no heed
unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse
thee.” The margin says, ¢ Give not thy heart to all words that
are spoken ;”—do not take them to heart or let them weigh with
you, do not notice them, or act as if you heard them. You
cannot stop people’s tongues, and therefore the best thing is
to stop your own ears and never mind what is spoken. There is
a world of idle chit-chat abroad, and he who takes note of it will
have enough to do. He will find that even those who live with
him are not always singing his praises, and that when he has
displeased his most faithful servants they have, in the heat of the
moment, spoken fierce words which it would be better for him
not to have heard. Who has not, under temporary irritation,
said that of another which he has afterwards regretted? It is
the part of the generous to treat passionate words as if they had
never been uttered. When a man is in an angry mood it is
wise to walk away from him, and leave off strife before it be
meddled with ; and if we are compelled to hear hasty language, we
must endeavour to obliterate it from the memory, and say with
David, “But I, as a deaf man, heard not. I was as a man that
hearcth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs.” Tacitus des-
cribes a wise man as saying to one that railed at him, “ You
are lord of your tongue, but I am also master of my ears”—you
may say what you please, but I will only hear what I choose.
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We cannot shut our ears as we do onr eyes, for we have no ear
lids, and yet, as we read of him that  stoppeth his ears from hear-
ing of blood,” it 1s, no doubt, possible to scal the portal of the ear
so that nothing contraband shall enter.  We would say of the
general gossip of the village, and of the unadvised words of angry
friends—do not hear them, or if you must hear them, do not lay
them to heart, for you also have talked idly and angrily in your
day, and would even now be inan awkward position if you were
called to acconnt for every word that you have spoken, even ahont
your dearest friend.  Thus Solomon argued as he closed the passage
which we have quutt-il,—“]!'m' oftentimes also thine own heart
knoweth that thou thyself likewise hiast eursed others.”

In enlarging upon my text, let me say first,—when you com-
mence your ministry make up yvour mind to begin with a clean sheet ;
be deaf and blind to the longstanding difierences which may sureive in
the church.  As soon as you enter npon your pastorate you may he
waited upon by persons who are anxious to secure yonr adhesion
to their side in a family quarrel or church dispnte; be deaf and
blind to these people, and assure them that bygones must be by-
gones with you, and that as you have not inherited your predecessor’s

_cupboard vou do not mean to cat his cold meat. If any flagrant
mjustice has heen done, be diligent to set it right. hut if it be a
mere feud, hid the quarrelsome party cease from it, and tell him
once for all that you will have nothing to do with it. The
answer of Gallio will almost svit vou: “If it were a matter
of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye Jews, reason would that 1
should bear with you: but if it be a question of words and names,
and vain janglings, look ye to it; for 1 will be no judge of such
matters.”  When I eame to New Park-street Chapel as a young
man from the conntry, and was chosen pastor, I was speedily in-
terviewed by a good man who had left the church, having, as he
said, been “treated shamefunlly.”  [Ie mentioned the names of half-
a-dozen persons, all prominent members of the church, who had
behaved in a very wnehristion manner to him, he, poor innocent
sufferer, having been a model of patience and holiness. T learned
his character at once from what he said about others (a mode of
judging which has never misled me), and T made up my mind how
to act. I told lim that the churel had been in a sadly unsettled
state, and that the only way out of the snarl was for every one to
forget the past and begin again. e said that the lapse of years
did not alter facts, and I replied that it wounld alter a man’s view
of them if in that time he liad become a wiser and a better man.
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Ilowever, I added, that all the past had gone away with my
predecessors, that he must follow them to their new spheres, and
settle matters with them, for I would not touch the affair with
a pair of tongs. He waxed somewhat warm, but I allowed him
to radiate until he was cool again, and we shook hands and parted.
Ile was a good man, but constructed upon an uncomfortable prin-
ciple, so that he came across the path of others in a very awkward
manner at times, and if I had goneinto his narrative and examined
his case, there would have been no end to the strife. I am
quite certain that, for my own success, and for the prosperity of
the church, I took the wisest course by applying my blind eyc
to all disputes which dated previously to my advent. It 1s the
extrente of unwisdom for a young man fresh from college, or from
another charge, to suffer himself to be carwigged by a clique, and
to be bribed by kindness and flattery to become a partisan, and so
to ruin himsclf with oue-half of his people. Know nothing of
parties and cligues, but be the pastor of all the flock, and cave for
all alike. Blessed are the peacemakers, and one sure way of peace-
making is to let the fire of contention alone. Neither fan it, nor
stiv it, nor add fuel to it, but let it go ont of itsclf. Begin your
ministry with one blind eye and one deaf car.

I should vecommend the use of the same faculty, or want of
faculty, with vegard to finance in the matter of your own salary.
There are some occasions, especially in raising a new church, when
you may have no deacon who is qualified to manage that depart-
ment, and, therefore, you may feel called upon to wndertake it
vourselves. In such a case you are not to be censured, you ought
even to be commended.  Many a time also the work would come
to an end altogether if the preacher did not act as his own deacon,
and find supplics both temporal and spiritual by his own excrtions.
To these exceptional cases I have nothing to say but that I admire
the struggling worker and deeply sympathize with him, for he is
overweighted, and is apt to be a less successful soldier for his Lord
because he is entangled with the affairs of this life. In churches
which are well established, and afford a decent maintenance, the
minister will do well to supervise all things, but interfere with
nothing. If deacons cannot be trusted they ought not to be
deacons at all, but if they are worthy of their office they are worthy
of our confidence. I know that instances occur in which they are
sadly incompetent and yet must be borne with, and in such a
state of things the pastor must open the eye which otherwise
would have remained blind. Rather than the management of
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church funds should become a scandal we must resolutely inter-
fere, but if there is no urgent call for us to do so we had better
believe in the division of labonr, and let deacons do their own work.
We have the same right as other officers to deal with financial
matters if we please, but it will be our wisdom as much as possible
to let them alone, if others will manage them for us.  When the
purse is bare, the wife sickly, aund the children numerous, the
preacher must speak if the church does not properly provide for
him; but to be constantly bringing before the people requests for
an increase of income is not wise.  When a minister is poorly remu-
nerated, and he feels that he is worth more, and that the church
could give him more, he ought kindly, boldly, and firmly to com-
municate with the deacons first, and if they do not take it up e
should then mention it to the brethren in a sensible, business-like
way, not as eraving a charity, but as putting it to their sense of
honour, that “ the labourer is worthy of his hire.” Let him say
outright what he thinks, for there is nothing to be ashamed of, but
there would be much more caunse for shame if he dishonoured him-
self and the cause of God by plunging into debt: let him there-
fore speak to the point in a proper spirit to the proper persons,
and there end the matter, and not resort to seeret complaining.
Faith in God should tone down our concern about temporalities,
and enable us to practise what we preach, namely—¢ Take no
thought, saying, What shall we cat? or, What shall we drink ; or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” Some who have
pretended to live by faith have had a very shrewd way of drawing
out donations by turns of the indirect corkscrew, but you will
cither ask plainly, like men, or you will leave it to the Christian
feeling of your people, and turn to the items and modes of church
finance a blind eye and a deaf ear.

The blind eye and the deaf ear will come in execedingly well in
connection with the gossips of the place. Every church, and, for the
matter of that, every village and family, is plagued with certain
Mus. Grundys, who drink tea and talk vitriol. They are never gniet,
but buzz around to the great annoyance of those who are devout
and practical.  No one needs to look far for perpetual motion, he
has only to watch their tongues, At tea-meetings, Dorcas
meetings, and other gatherings, tlw}’ practise vivisection upon the
characters of their neighbours, and of course they are eager to try
their knives upon the minister, the minister’s wife, the minister’s
children, the minister’s wife’s bonnet, the dress of the minister's
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daughter, and how many new ribbons she has worn for the last six
months, and so on ad nfinitum. There are also ecrtain persons
who are never so happy as when they are ¢ grieved to the heart” to
have to tell the minister that Mr. A. is a snake in the grass,
that he is quite mistaken in thinking so well of Messrs. I3 and C.,
and that they have heard quite % promiscously ” that Mr. D. and
his wife are badly matched. Then follows a long string about
Mrs. E., who says that she and Mrs. F. overheard Mrs. G. say to
Mrs. H. that Mrs. J. should say that Mr. K. and Miss L. were
going to move from the chapel and hear My, AL, and all beeause
of what old N. said to young O. about that Miss I>. Never listen
to such people. Do as Nelson did when he put his blind eye to the
teleseope and declared that he did not see the signal, and therefore
would go on with the battle. Let the ereatures buzz, and do not
even hear them, unless indeed they buzz so much concerning one
person that the matter threatens to be serious ; then it will be well
to bring them to book and talk in sober carnestness {o them.
Assure them that you are obliged to have facts definitely before
you, that your memory is not very tenacious, that you have many
things to think of, that you are always afraid of making any
mistake in such matters, and that if they would be good enough
to write down what they have to say the case would be more fully
before you, and you could give more time to its consideration.
Mrs. Grundy will not do that; she has a great objection to making
clear and definite statements ; she prefers talking at random.

I heartily wish that by any process we could put down gossip,
but I suppose that it will never be done so long as the human race
continues what it is, for James tells us that “every kind of heasts,
and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed,
and hath been tamed of mankind: but the tongue can no man
tame; it is an unruly cvil, full of deadly poison.” What can’t
be cured must be endured, and the best way of enduring it is not
to listen to it. Over one of our old castles a former owner has
inseribed these lines—

THEY SAY.

WiaT DO THEY 8AY?

LET TIEM 8AY.
Thin-skinned persons should learn this motto by heart. The talk
of the village is never worthy of notice, and you should never
take any interest in it except to mourn over thz malice and heart-
lessness of which it is too often the indicator.

Mayow in his “Plain Preaching” very forcibly says, «If yon



168 TIHE BLIND EYE AXD THE DEAF EAR.

were to sce a woman killing a farmer’s ducks and geese, for the
sake of having one of the feathers, you would sce a person acting
as we do when we speak evil of anyone, for the sake of the
pleasure we feel in evil speaking. For the pleasnre we feel is
not worth a single feather, and the pain we give is often greater
than a man fecls at the loss of his property.”  Insert a remark of
this kind now and then in a sermon, when there is no special
gossip abroad, and it may be of some benefit to the more sensible :
I quite despair of the rest.

Above all, never join in tale-bearing yourself, and beg vour wife
to abstain from it also. Some men are too talkative by half, and
remind me of the young man who was sent to Soerates to learn
oratory.  On Dbeing introduced to the philosopher he talked so
incessantly that Socrates asked for double fees.  « Why charge me
double? ” said the young fellow. ¢ Because,” said the orator, % I
must teach you two sciences s theone hew to hold your tongue and
the other how to speak.,”  The first seience is the more difficult,
but aum at proficiency in it, or you will sufter greatly, and create
tronble without end.

Avoid with your whole soul that spirit of suspicion which sours
some men’s lives, and to ol things from awhich yow might harshly
diaw an wnkeind anference turn e blind eye and @ deaf ear. Suspicion
makes a wan a torment fo himself and a spy towards others.
Once begin to suspeet, and canses for distrust will multiply
around vou, and your very suspiciousness will ereate the major
pirt of them.  Many a friend has been transformed into an enemy
by being suspected, Do not, therefore, Jook about you with the
eves of mistrust, nor listen as an eaves-dvopper with the quick ear
of fear. To go about the congrepation ferreting out disaffection,
like a gamckeeper after rabbits, is a mean employment, and is
generally rewarded most sorrowfully,  Lord Bacon wisely advises
** the provident stay of enquiry of that which we would be loth to
find.”  When nothing is to be discovered which will help us to
love others we hiad better cease from the enquiry, for we may drag
to light that which may be the commencement of vears of con-
tention, I am not, of course, re erring to cases requiring  disci-
pline which mnst be thoronghly investigated and boldly dealt with,
but I have upon my mind mere personal matters where the main
sufferer is yourself 3 hereit is always best not to know, nor to wish
to know, what is being said about yon, cither by friends or foes.
Those who praise us are probably as much mistaken as those who
abuse us, and the one may be regarded as a set off to the other, if
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indeed it be worth while taking any acconunt at all of man’s judg-
ment. If we have the approbation of omr God, certified by :
placid conscience, we can afford to be indifferent to the opiniuus: of
our fellow men, whether they commend or condemn. If we
cannot reach this point we are babes and not men.

Some are childishly anxious to know their friend’s opinion of them,
and if it contain the smallest element of dissent or censure, they
regard him as an enemy forthwith. Surely we are not popes, and
do not wish our hearers to regard us as infallible!  We have
Jknown men become quite enraged at a perfeetly fair and reason-
able remark, and regard an lhonest friend as an opponent who
delighted to find fault; this misrepresentation on the one side has
soon produced heat on the other, and strife has ensued.  How much
better is gentle forbearance ! You must be able to bear criticism,
or you are not fit to be at the head of a congregation; and yon
must let the critic go without reckoning him among your deadly
foes, or you will prove yourself a mere weakling. It is wisest
always to show double kindness where you have been severcly
handled by one who thought it his duty to do so, for he is
probably an honest man and worth winning. Ie who in yonr
early days hardly thinks you fit for the pastorate may yet become
vour firmest defender if he sees that you grow in grace, and ad-
vance in qualification for the work; do not, therefore, regard him
as a foe for truthfully expressing his doubts ; does not your own
heart confess that his fears were not altogether groundless? Turn
your deaf car to what you julge to be his harsh criticism, and
endeavour to preach better.

Persons from love of change, from pique, from advance
in their tastes, and other causes, may become unecasy under
our ministry, and it is well for us to know nothing about it.
Perceiving the danger, we must not betray our discovery, but
bestir omrselves to improve our sermons, hoping that the good
people will be better fed and forget their dissatisfaction. If they
are truly gracions persons, the incipient evil will pass away, and no
real discontent will arise, or if it does you must not provoke it by
suspecting it.

Where I have known that there existed a measure of disaffection
to myself, I have not recognised it, unless it has heen forced upon
me, but have, on the contrary, acted towards the opposing person
with all the more courtesy and friendliness, and I have never
heard any more of the matter. If I had treated the good man as
an opponent, he would have done his best to take the part assigned
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him, and carry it out to his own credit; but T felt that he was a
Christian man, and had a right to dislike me if he thonght fit, and
that it he did so 1 ought not to think unkindly of him; and
therefore I treated him as one who was a friend to my Lord, if
not to me, gave him some work to do which implied confidence in
him, made him feel at home, and by degrees won him to be an
attached friend as well as a fellow-worker.  The best of people
are sometimes out at clbows and say unkind things; we should
be glad if onr friends could guite forget what we said when we
were peevish and irritable, and it will be Christlike to act towards
others in this matter as we would wish them to do towards us.
Never make a brother remember that he once uttered a hard speech
in reference to yourself.  If you see him in a happier moad, do
not mention the former painful oceasion: if he be a man of right
spivit he will in future be wnwilling to vex a pastor who has
treated him so generously, and if he be a mere boor it is a pity
to hold any argument with him, and therefore the past had better
go by default.

It would be hetter to be deceived a hundred times than to live
a life of suspicion. It is intolerable. The miser who traverses
his chamber at midnight and hears a burglar in every falling leaf
is not more wretched than the minister who believes that plots are
hatching against him, and that veports to his disadvantage are
being spread. I remember a brother who believed that he was
buinfj poisoned, and was persnaded that even the seat he sat upon
and the clothes he wore had by some subtle chemistry become
satnrated with death ; his life was a perpetnal scare, and such is
the existence of a minister when he mistrusts all around him.
Nor is suspicion mercely a sonree of disquictude, it is a moral evil,
and injures the charvacter of the man who harbours it.  Suspicion
m kings creates tyranny, in hushands jealousy, and in ministers
bitterness; such bitterness as in spirit dissolves all the ties of the
pastoral rvelation, eating like a corrosive acild into the very soul
of the office and making it a curse rather than a blessing.  When
once this terrible evil has cardled all the milk of human kindness
in a man’s bosom, he becomes more fit for the detective police foree
than for the ministry 5 like a spider, he begins to cast out his lines,
and fashions a web of tremulous threads, all of which lead up to
himself and warn lim of the least touch of even the tiniest midge.
There he sits in the ecentre, a mass of sensation, all nerves and raw
wonnds, excitable and excited, a self-immolated martyr drawing
the blazing fageots about him, and appavently anxious to be



THE BLIND EYE AND THE DEAF EAR. 171

burned. The most faithful friend is unsafe under snch con-
ditions. The most careful avoidance of offence will not secure
immunity from mistrust, but will probably be construed into
cumning and cowardice. Society is almost as much in danger from
a suspecting man as from a mad dog, for he snaps on all sides
without reason, and scatters right and left the foam of his mad-
ness. It is vain to reason with the vietim of this folly, for with
perverse ingennity he turns every argument the wrong way, and
makes your plea for confidence .'mofhm reason for mistrust. It
is sad that he cannot sce the iniquity of his groundless censure
of others, especially of those who have been his best friends and
the firmest upholders of the cause of Chirist,
“ I wonld not wrong

Virtue so tried by the least shade of donbt :

Undue suspicion is more abject baseness

Even than the guilt suspected.”
No one ought to be made an offender for a word ; but, when suspi-
cion rules, even silence becomes a erime. Drethren, shun this vice
by renouncing the love of self. Judge it to be a small matter what
men think or say of you, and care ll‘]ll} for their treatment of your
Lord. If you are naturally sensitive do not indulge the weak-
ness, nor allow others to play upon it. Would it not be a great
degradation of your office if you were to keep an army of spies
in your pay to collect information as to all that your people
said of you? And yet it amounts to this if you allow certain
busybodies to bring you all the gossip of the p]a(‘c Drive the
creatures away. Abhm those mischief-making, tattling hand-
maidens of strife. Those who will fetch will earry, and no doubt
the gossips go from your hounse anil report every observation which
falls from your lips, with plenty of garnishing of their own. Ile-
member that, as the receiver is as bad as the thief, so the hearver of
scandal is a sharerin the guilt of it. If there were no listening ears
there would be no talebearing tongues.  While yon are a buyer of
ill wares the demand will ercate the supply, and the factories of
falsehood will be working full time. No one wishes to become a
creator of lies, and yet he who lears slanders with pleasnre and
believes them with readiness will hateh many a brood into active life.

Solomon says “a whisperer separateth chief friends.”  (Prov.

xvi. 28.) Insinuations are thrown out, and jealousies aroused,
till “mutual coolness ensues, and neither ean understand whys
each wonders what can possibly be the cause. Thus the firmest,
the longest, the warmest, and most confiding attachments, the
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sources of life’s sweetest joys, are broken up perhaps for ever,”*
This is work worthy of the arch-fiend himself, but it could never
be done if men lived out of the atmosphere of suspicion.  As it is,
the world is full of sorrow through this cause, a sorrow as sharp as
it is saperfloous. This is grievous indeed!  Campbell eloquently
remarks, “The ruins of old friendships are a more melancholy
spectacle to me than those of desolated palaces. They exhibit
the heart which was once lighted up with joy all damp and
deserted, and haunted by thoese bivds of ill omen that nestle in
ruins.” O suspicion, what desolations thon hast made in the earth !

Learn to dishelieve those who have no faith in their brethren.
Suspeet those who would lead you to suspeet others. A resolute
unbelief in all the seandalmongers will do much to repress their
misclievous energies.  Matthew Pool in his Cripplegate Leeture
says, “Common fume hath lost its reputation long sinee, and I do
not know anything which it hath done in our day to regain it;
therefore it ought not to be eredited.  Ilow few reports there are
of any kind which, when they come to be examined, we do not find
to be false!  For my part, I reckon, if I believe one report in
twenty, I make a very liberal allowance. Especially distrust re-
proaches and evil reports, because these spread fasfest, as being
grateful to most persons, who suppose their own reputation to be
never so well grounded as when it is built upon the ruins of
other men's.”  Becanse the persons who would render vou mis-
trustfnl of your friends are a sorry set, and because snspicion is
i itself a wretehed and tormenting vice, resolve to turn towards
the whole business your blind eye and your deaf car.

Need T say a word or two about the wisdom of never hearing
what was not meant for yow. "The caves-dropper is a mean person,
very little if anything better than the common informer ; and he
who says he overheard may be considered to have heard over and
above what he should have done.

Jeremy Taylor wisely and  justly observes, “Never listen at
the door or window, for besides that it contains in it a llamg{:l'
and a snare, it is also invading my neighbour’s privacy, and a lay-
ing that open, which be therefore encloses that it might not be
open.” It is a well worn provab that listeners seldom hear any
good of themselves.  Listening is a sort of larceny, but the goods
stolen are never a pleasure to the thief.  Information obtained by
clandestine means must, in all bat extreme cases, be more injury

* Dr. Wurdlaw on Proverba,
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than benefit to a cause. The magistrate may judge it expedient
to obtain evidence by such means, but 1 cannot imagine a case in
which a minister should do so. Ours is a mission of grace and
peace ; we are not prosecutors who search out condemnatory evi-
dence, but friends whose love would cover a multitude of offences.
The peeping eves of Canaan, the son of IHam, shall never be in
onr emplov; we prefer the pious delicacy of Shem and Japhet,
who went backward and covered the shame which the child of evil
had published with glec.

To opinions and remarks about yourself turn also as @ general
rule the blind eye and the deaf ear. Public men must expeet public
eriticism, and as the public caunot be regarded as infallible, public
men may expect to be eriticized in a way which is neither fair nor
pleasant. To all honest and just vemarks we are bound to give
due measure of heed, but to the bitter verdict of prejudice, the
frivclous fanltfinding of men of fashion, the stupid utterances of
the ignorant, and the fierce denunciations of opponents, we may
very safely turn a deaf ear.  We cannot expect those to approve
of s whom we ccndemn by our testimony against their favourite
sins: their commendation would show that we had missed our
mark. We naturally look to be approved by our own people, the
members of our churches, and the adherents of our congregations,
and when they make observations which show that they are not very
great admirers, we may be tempted to discouragement if net to
anger: herein lies a snare. When I was about to leave my village
charge for London, one of the old men praved that I might be
« delivered from the bleating of the sheep.”  For the life of me 1
eould not imagine what he meant, but the riddle is plain now, and
I have learned to offer the prayer myself. Too much considera-
tion of what is said by our people, whether it be in praise or in
depreciation, is not goad for us. 1f we dwell on high with * that
areat Shepherd of the sheep” we shall care little for all the con-
fused bleatings around us, but if we become ¢ carnal, and walk as
men,” we shall have little rest if we listen to this, that, and the
other which every poor sheep may bleat about us. Perhaps it is
quite true that you were uncommonly dull last Sabbath morning,
but there was 10 need that Mrs. Clack shonld come and tell you
that Deacon Jones thought so. It is more than probable that
haviug been out in the country all the previous week, your preach-
ing was very like milk and water, but there can be no necessity for
vour going round among the people to discover whether they
noticed it or not.  Is it not enough that your conscience is uneasy
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upon the point? Endeavour to improve for the future, but do
not want to hear all that every Jack, Tom, and Mary may have to
say about it. On the other hand, you were on the high horse in
vour last sermon, and finished with quite a flourish of trumpets,
and you feel considerable anxiety to know what impression yon
produced. Repress your curiosity: it will do you no good to
enquire. If the people should happen to agree with your verdict,
it will only feed your pitiful vanity, and if they think otherwise
your fishing for their praise will injure you in their esteem. In
any case it is all about yourself, and this is a poor theme to be
anxious about; play the man, and do not demean yourself by
seeking compliments like little children when dressed in new
clothes, who say, “See my pretty frock.” Have you not by this
time discovered that flattery is as injurious as it is pleasant? It
softens the mind and makes you more sensitive to slander. In
proportion as praise pleases you censure will pain you. Besides, it
is a crime to be taken off from your great ohject of glorifying the
Lord Jesus by petty considerations as to your little self, and, if
there were no other reason, this ought to weigh much with yon.
Pride is a deadly sin, and will grow without your borrowing the
parish water-cart to quicken it. Forget expressions which feed
your vanity, and if you find yourself relishing the unwhole-
some morsels corfess the sin with deep humiliation. Payson
showed that he was strong in the Lord when he wrote to his
mother, “ You must not, certainly, my dear mother, say one word
which even looks like an intimation that you think me advancing in
grace. I cannot bear it. All the people here, whether friends or
enemies, conspire to ruin me. Satan and my own heart, of course,
will lenda hand ; and if you join too, I fear all the cold water which
Christ can throw upon my pride will not prevent its breaking out
into a destructive flame. As certainly as anybody flatters and
caresses me my heavenly Father has to whip me: and an un-
speakable mercy it is that he condescends to do it. I can, it is
true, easily muster a hundred reasons why I should not be proud,
but pride will not mind reason, nor anything else but a good
drubbing. Even at this moment I feel it tingling in my fingers’
ends, and seeking to guide my pen.” I{nowing something myself
of those seeret whippings which our good Father administers to
his servants when he sees them unduly exalted, I heartily add my
own solemn warnings against your pampering the flesh by listening
to the praises of the kindest friends you have. They are in-
Jjudicious, and you must beware of them.
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A sensible friend who will unsparingly eriticize you from week
to week will be a far greater blessing to you than a thousand un-
discriminating admirers if you have sense enough to bear his
treatment, and grace enough to be thankful for it. When I was
preaching at the Surrey Gardens, an unknown censor of great
ability used to send me a weekly list of my mispronunciations aund
other slips of specch. He never signed his name, and that was my
only cause of complaint against him, for he left me in a debt
which I could not acknowledge. I take this opportunity of con-
fessing my obligations to him, for with genial temper, and an
evident desire to benefit me, he marked down most relentlessly
everything which he supposed me to have said incorrectly. Con-
cerning some of these corrections he was in error himself, but for
the most part he was right, and his remarks enabled me to
perceive and avoid many mistakes. I looked for his weekly
memoranda with much interest, and I trust I am all the better for
them. If I had repeated a sentence two or three Sundays before,
he would say, “ See same expression in such a sermon,” mentioning
number and page. He remarked on one occasion that I too often
quoted the line

“Nothing in my hands I bring,”

and, he added, “we are sufficiently informed of the vacuity of your
hands.” He demanded my authority for calling a man covechus ;
and so on. Possibly some young men might have been dis-
couraged, if not irritated, by such severe criticisms, but they
would have been very foolish, for in resenting such correction they
would have been throwing away a valuable aid to progress No
mouney can purchase outspoken honest judgment, and when we
can get it for nothing let us utilize it to the fullest extent. The
worst of it is that of those who offer their judgments few are
qualified to form them, and we shall be pestered with foolish, im-
pertinent remarks, unless we turn to them all the blind eye and
the deaf ear,

In the case of false reports against yourself, for the most part use the
deaf ear. Unfortunately liars are not yet extinet, and, like Richard
Baxter and John Bunyan, you may be accused of crimes which your
soul abhors. Be not stagaered thereby, for this trial has befallen
the very best of men, and even your Lord did not escape the en-
venomed tongue of falschood. In almost all cases it is the wisest
course to let such things die a natural death. A great lie, if
unnoticed, is like a big fish out of water, it dashes and plunges and
beats itself to death in a short time. To answer it is to supply it
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with its element, and help it to a longer life.  Falsehoods usnally
carry their own refutation somewhere abont them, and sting
themselves to death.  Some lies especially have a peenliar smell,
which betrays their rottenness to every honest nose.  If you are
disturbed by them the ohject of their invention is partly answered,
but your silent endurance disappoints malice and gives you a
partial victory, which God in his care of vou will soon turn into
a complete deliverance.  Your bLlameless life will be vomr best
defence, and those who have seen it will not allow vou to be con-
demmed so readily as yvour -1u|:lu1‘crs e\pect Only abstain from
fichting vour own IJIHIL“? and in nine cases out of ten your
acensers \\1ll gain nothing by tlw:r malevolence but clnﬂ'un for
themselves and contempt from otiers. To prosecute the slanderer
is very seldom wise. I remember a beloved servant of Christ
who in his youth was very sensitive, and. being falsely accused, pro-
ceeded against the person at law.,  An .l]mltw'\' was offered, it
withdrew every iota of the charge, and was most ample. but the good
man insisted upon its being printed in the newspapers, and the
result convineed him of his own unwisdom. Mualtitudes, who
would otherwise have never heard of the libel, asked what it
meant, and made comments thereon, generally concluding with
the sage remark that he must have done something imprudent
to provoke such an acensation.  He was heard to sav that so long
as he lived he would never resort to such a method again, for he
felt that the public apology had done him more harm that the
slander itself.  Standing as we do in a position which makes us
choice targets for the devil and his allies, our best course is to
defend our innocence by our silence and leave onr reputation
with Ged.  Yet there are exceptions to this general rule. When
distinet, definite, public charges are made against a man he is
bound to answer them, and answer them in the clearvest and
most open manner. To decline all investigation is in such a case
practically to plead guilty, and whatever may be the mode
putting it. the general public ordinarily rvegard a refusal to
u,pl\ as a proof “of euilt.  Under mere worry and annovance it
is by far the best to be altogether passive, but when the matter
assiimes more serious proportions, and onr acenser defies us to a
defence, we are bound to meet his charges with honest statements
of fact.  In every instance counsel should be sought of the Lord
as to Low to deal with slanderous tongues, and in the issue inno-
cence will be vindieated and falschood convieted.

Some ministers have been broken in spivit, driven from their
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position, and even injured in character by taking notice of village
scandal, I know a fine young man, for whom I predicted a carcer
of nsefulness, who fell iuto great trouble because he at first
allowed it to be a trouble and then worked hard to make it so.
Ie came to me and complained that he had a great gricvance:
and so it was a grievance, but from beginning to end it was all
about what some half-dozen women had said about lns procedure
after the death of his wife, It was originally too small a thing
to deal with,—a Mrs. Q. had said that she should not wonder if
the minister married the servant then living in his honse; another
represeated her as saying that he ought to marry her, and then a
third, with a malicious ingenuity, found a deeper meaning in the
words, and construed them into a charge.  Worst of all, the dear
sensitive preacher must needs trace the matter out and accuse s
score or two of people of spreading libels against him, and even
threaten some of them with legal proceedings. If he could have
prayed over it in secret, or even have whistled over it, no harm
would have come of the tittle-tattle ; but this dear brother could
not treat the slander wisely, for he had not what I ecarnestly
recommend to you, namely, a blind eve and a deaf ear.

Ounce more, my brethren, the blind eye and the deaf ear will be
useful to you in velation to other churches and their pastors. I am
always delighted when a brother in meddling with other people’s
business burns his fingers.  Why did he not attend to his own
concerns and not episcopize in another’s diocese? 1 am frequently
requested by members of churches to meddle in their home dis-
putes; but unless they come to me with authority, oflicially
appointing me to be umpire, I decline.  Alexander Cruden gave
himself the name of “the Corrector,” and I have never envied him
the title. It would need a peculiar inspiration to enable a man to
settle all the controversies of our churches, and as a rule those
who are least qualified are the most eager to attempt it.  For the
most part interference, however well intentioned, is a failure.
Tuternal dissensions in our churches are very like quarrels between
man and wife: when the case comes to such a pass that they
must ficht it out, the interposing party will be the victim of their
common fury. No one but Mr. Verdant Green will interfere in
a domestic battle, for the man of course resents it, and the lady,
though suffering from many a blow, will say, “You leave my
husband alone; he has a right to beat me if he likes.” However
great the mutual animosity of conjugal combatants, it seems to

be forgotten in resentment against intruders; and so, amongst the
15
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very independent denomination of Baptists, the person outside
the church who interferes in any manner is sure to get the
worst of it. Do not consider \rm‘sulf to be the ln-lmp of all
the neighbonring churches, but be satisfied with looking after
Liystra, or Derbe, or Thessalonica, or whichever chnrch may have
been allotted to your care, and leave Philippi and Ephesus in
the hands of their own pastors. Do not enconrage disaffected
persons in finding faunlt with their minister, or in bringing you
news of evils in other congregations.  When you meet your
brother ministers do not be in a hurry to advise them ; they know
their duty quite as well as yon know yours, and your judgment,
upon their course of action is probably founded npon partial infor-
mation supplied from prejudiced sources. Do not grieve your
neighbours by your meddlesomeness.  We have all enough to do
at home, and it is pradent to keep ont of all disputes which do not
belong tous.  We are recommended by one of the world’s proverbs
to wash our dirty linen at home, and I will add another line to it, and
advise that we do not eall on our neighbonrs while their linen is in
the suds.  This is due to our fr |mul~, and will best promote peace.
“He that passeth by and meddleth with *-tl‘lfu belonging not to
him, is like one that ‘taketh a dog by the ears -—-—lIL is very apt
to be bitten, and few will pity him. Dridges wisely observes that
“Our blessed Master has read us a lesson of godly wisdom.
He healed the contentions in his own family, but when called to
meddle with strife belonging not to him, he gave answer—
*Who made me a judge or a divider over you?'”  Self-
constituted judges win but little respeet; if they were more fit
to censure they would be less inclined to do so.  Many a trifling
difference within a church has been fanned into a great flame hv
ministers outside who had mno idea of the mischief they were
causing : tlw‘\' gave verdiets upon er parte statements, and so
ecged on opposing persons who felt safe when they counld say
that the neighbonring ministers quite agreed with them. My
counsel is that we join the ¢ Kuownothings,” and never say a
word upon a matter till we have heard both sides; and, more-
over, that we do our best to avoid hearing either one side or
the other if the matter does not concern us.

Is not this a sufficient explanation of my declaration that I have
one blind eye and one deaf car, and that they are the best eyve and
ear 1 have?



LECTURE X.

O Gonbersion as owr Ainy.

Tue grand object of the Christian ministry is the glory of God.
Whether sonls are converted or not, if Jesus Christ be faithfully
preached, the minister has not laboured in vain, for hie is a swect
savour unto God as well in them that perish as in them that are
saved.  Yet, as a role, God has sent us to preach in order that
through the gospel of Jesus Christ the sons of men may be
reconciled to him.  Here and there a preacher of righteousness,
like Noah, may labour on and bring none beyond hh own family
cirele into the ark of salvation; and another, like Jeremiah, may
weep in vain over an nnpemtent nation : but, for the most part,
the work of preaching is intended to save the hearvers. It is
ours to sow even in stony places, where no fruit rewards our
toil 3 but still we are bound to leok for a harvest, and mourn if
it does not appear in due time.

The glory of God being our chief ohjeet, we aim at it by seeking
the edification of saints 'uul the salvation of sinners. It isa n0b|(
work to instruct the people of God, and to build them up in their
most holy faith: we may by no means neglect this daty. To this
end we must give clear statements of (rmpcl doctrine, of vital
experience, and of Christian duty, and never shrink from declaring
the whole counsel of God. In too many cases sublime truths
are held in abeyance under the pretence that they are not
practical ; whereas the very fact that they are revealed proves
that the Lord thinks them to be of value, and woe unto us if we
pretend to be wiser than he.  We may say of any and every doctrine
of Seripture—

“To give it then a tongue is wise in man.”

If anyv one note is dvopped frem the divine harmony of truth
the music may be sadly marred.  Your people may fall into grave
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spiritual diseases through the lack of a certain formn of spiritual
nutriment, which ean only be supplied by the doctrines which you
withhold.  In the food which we eat there arve ingredients which
do not at first appear to be necessary to life; but experience
shows that they are vequisite to health and strength,  Phosphorus
will not make flesh, but it is wanted for bone; many earths and
salts come under the seme deseription—they are necessary in dne
praportion to the hmman economy.  Even thus certain truths
whicli appear to be little adapted for spiritual nutriment are, never-
theless, very beneficial in furnishing believers with hackbone and
muscle, and in repairing the varvied organs of Christian manhood.
We must preach “ the whole truth,” that the mau of God may be
thoronghly furnished unto all good works.

Our great object of glorifying God is, however, to be mainly
achieved by the winning of souls.  We must see sounls born unto
God.  If we do not, our ery should be that of Rachel “Give
me children, or I die.” If we do not win souls, we should mourn
as the husbandman who sees no harvest, as the fisherman who re-
turns to liis cottage with an empty net, or as the huntsman who
has in vain roamed over hill and dale.  Ours should be Isaial's
langnage uttered with many a sigh and groan—¢*Who hath be-
lieved our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?”
The ambassadors of peace should not cease to weep bitterly until
sinners weep for their sins.

If we intensely desire to sce our hearers believe on the Lord
Jesus, how shall we act in order to be used of God for producing
such a result? This is the theme of the present lecture.

Since conversion is a divine work, we must take care that we
depend entively upon the Spirit of God, and look to him for power
over men's minds., Often as this remark is repeated, I fear we
too little feel its force; for if wewere more truly sensible of our
need of the Spirit of God, should we not study more in depen-
dence upon his teaching?  Should we not pray mere importn-
nately to be anointed with his sacred wnction?  Should we not in
preaching give more scope for his operation # Do we not fail in
many of our efforts, because we practically, though not doctrinally,
ignore the Holy Ghost?  Ilis place as God is on the throne, and
in all our enterprises he must Le first, midst, and end: we are
instruments in his hand, and nothing more.

This being fully admitted, what clse should be done if we hope
to sce conversions ?  Jssuredly we should be caveful to preach
most prominently those truths which are likely to lead to this end.
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What truths are those? I answer, we should first and foremost
preach Christ, and him crucified. Where Jesus is exalted souls
are attracted ;— L, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.”
The preaching of the cross is to them that are saved the wisdom
of God and the power of God. The Christian minister should
preach all the truths which cluster around the person and work
of the Lord Jesus, and hence he must declare very earnestly and
pointedly the evil of sin, which created the need of a Saviowr.
Let him show that sin is a breach of the law, that it necessitates
punishment, and that the wrath of God is revealed against it.
Let him never treat sin as thongh it were a trifie, or a mis-
fortune, but let him sct it forth as exceeding sinful. Lt him
go into particulars, not superficially glancing at evil in the
gross, but mentioning various sins in detail, especially those most
cmrrent at the time: such as that all-devonring hydra of drunken-
ness, which devastates our land; lying, which in the form of
slander abounds on all sides; and licentiousness, which must he
mentioned with holy delicacy, and yet needs to be denounced
unsparingly. We must especially reprove those evils into which
our heavers have fallen, or are likely to fall. Explain the ten
commandments and obey the divine injunction:  show my
people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins.”
Open up the spirituality of the law as our Lord did, and show
how it is broken by evil thoughts, intents, and imaginations.
By this means many sinners will be pricked in their hearts.  Old
Robbie Flockhart used to say, “It is of no use trying to sew with
the silken thread of the gospel nuless we pierce a way for it with
the sharp needle of the law.” The law goes first, like the needle,
and draws the gospel thread after it: therefore preach con-
cerning sin, righteonsness, and judgment to come. Let such
}:mguugc as that of the fifty-first Psalm be often explained : show
that God requireth truth in the inward parts, and that purging
with sacrificial blood is absolutely needful.  Aim at the heart.
Probe the wound and touch the very quick of the soul. Spare
not the sterner themes, for men must be wounded before they can
be healed, and slain before they can be made alive.  No man will
ever put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness till he is stripped of
his fig leaves, nor will he wash in the fount of merey till he per-
ceives his filthiness.  Therefore, my brethren, we must not cease to
declare the law, its demands, its threatenings, and the sinner’s
multiplied breaches of it. :

Teach the depravity of hwman nature.  Show men that sin is not an
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accident, but the genuine outcome of their corrupt hearts. Preach
the doctrine of the natural depravity of man. It is an unfashion-
able truth ; for nowadays ministers are to be found who are very
fine upon “the dignity of human nature,” The “lapsed state of
man “—that is the phrase—is sometimes alluded to, but the cor-
ruption of onr nature, and kindred themes are carefully avoided :
Ethiopians are informed that they may whiten their skins, and
it is hoped that leopards will remove their spots.  Drethren, you
will not fall into this delusion, or, if vou do, you may expect few
conversions.  To propheey smooth things, and to extenuate the
evil of our lost estate, is not the way to lead men to Jesus.

Brethren, the necessity for the Holu (host’s divine operations will
follow as a matter of course upon the former teaching, for dire
necessity demands divine interposition. Men must be told that
thev are dead, and that uﬁly the Ioly Spirit can quicken them;
that the Spirit works according to his own good pleasure, and that
no man can claim his visitations or deserve his aid. This is thought
to be very disconraging teaching, and so it is, but men need to he
discouraged when they are seeking salvation in a wrong manner.
To put them ont of conceit of their own abilities is a great help
toward bringing them to look out of self to another, even the
Lord Jesus.  The doetrine of cleetion and other great truths
which deelare salvation to be all of grace, and to be, not the right
of the creature, but the gift of the Sovereign Lord, are all caleu-
lated to hide pride from man, and so to prepare him to receive the
mercy of God.

We must also set hefore our hearvers the justice of God and
the eevtainty that every transygression will be punished.  Often
must we

“ Before them place in dread array,
The pomp of that tremendons day
When Christ with clouds shall come.”
Sound in their cars the doetrine of the second advent. not as a
curiosity of propheey, but as a solemm practical fact. It is idle to
et forth our Lord in all the tinkling bravery of an carthly
Kingdom, after the manuner of hrethren who believe in a revived
Judaism:; we need to preach the Lord as coming to judge the
world in righteousness, to summon the nations to his har, and to
separate them as a shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats.
Paul In‘vu(-.]le:! of 1'ightc-on.~am-ss, temperance, and judgment to come,
and made Felix tremble @ these themes arve equally powerful now.
We rob the gospel of its power if we leave out its threatenings of
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punishment. It is to be feared that the novel opinions npon
annihilation and restoration which have afficted the Church in
these last days have cansed many ministers to be slow fo speak
concerning the last judgment and its issues, and consequently the
terrors of the Lord have had small influence upon either preachers
or hearers. If this be so it cannot be too much regretted, for one
great means of conversion is thus left unused.

Beloved brethren, we must be most of all elear upon the great
sonl-saving doctrine of the atonement; we must preach a veal hond fide
substitutionary sacrifice, and proclaim pardon as its result.  Clondy
views as to atoning blood are mischievous to the last degree 5 souls
are held in nnnecessary bondage, and saints are robbed of the calm
confidence of faith, because they are not definitely told that < God
hath made ITim to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him.”  We must preach sub-
stitution straightforwardly and unmistakeably, for if any doctrine
be plainly tanght in Seripture it is this,—*The chastisement of
our peace was upon Him, and with Ilis stripes we ave healed.”  «Ie,
His own self, bare our sins in His own body on the tree.” This
truth gives rest to the conseience by showing how God can be just,
and the justifier of him that believeth. This is the great net of
gospel fishermen: the fish are drawn or driven in the right dirce-
tion by other truths, but this is the net itself.

If men are to be saved, we must in plainest terms preach justi-
Jication by faith, as the method by which the atonement becomes
cffectual in the soul’s experience. 1f we are saved by the substi-
tutionary work of Christ, no merit of ours is wanted, and all men
have to do is by a simple faith to accept what Christ has already
done. Tt is delightful to dwell on the grand truth that < This man,
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the
right hand of God.” O glorions sight—the Christ sitting down
in the place of honour because his work is done. Well may the
soul rest in a work so evidently complete.

Justification by faith must never he obseured, and yet all are
not clear npon it. 1 once heard a sermon npon “They that sow
in tears shall reap in joy,” of which the English was, * Be good,
very good, and though you will have to suffer in conseqnence,
God will reward yon in the end.” The preacher, no doubt,
helieved in justification by faith, but he very distinetly preached
the opposite doctrine. Many do this when addressing children,
and 1 notice that they generally speak to the httle ones about
loving Jesus, and not upon believing in him.  This must leave a
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mischicvous impression npon youthful minds and take them off
from the true way of peace.

Preach earnestly the love of God in Christ Jesus, and magnify
the abounding mercy of the Lord; bnt always preach it in con-
nection with his justice. Do not extol the single attribute of love
in the method too generally followed, but regard love in the high
theological sense, in which, like a golden civele, it holds within
itself all the divine attributes: for God were not love if he
were not just, and did not hate every nnholy thing.,  Never exalt
one attribute at the expense of another.  Let boundless merey be
seen in calm consisteney with stern justice and unlimited sove-
reignty,  The true character of God is fitted to awe, impress, and
ltmble the sinner: be careful not to misrepresent your Lord.

All these truths and others which complete the evangelical
svstem are calenlated to lead men to faith; therefore muke them
the staple of your teaching.

Sccondly, if we are intensely anxions to have souls saved we
must not only preach the truths which arve likely to lead up to this
end, but we must wse modes of handling those truths which are
likely to conduce thereto. Do you enquire, what are they?  First,
you must do a great deal by way of instruction.  Sinners are not
saved in darkness but from ity “that the soul be without know-
ledge, itis not good.”  Men must be taught eoncerning themselves,
their sin, and their fall; their Saviour, 1'(-¢|{!111ptinn, regeneration,
and so on.  Many awakened souls would gladly accept God's way
of salvation if they did but know it ; they are akin to those of whom
the apostle said, “And now, brethren, I wot that throngh ignorance
ve did it.”  If you will instruet them God will save thew: is it
not written, “the entrance of thy word giveth light ™2 If the Ioly
Spirit blesses yonr teaching, they will see how wrong they have
Leen, and they will be led to repentince and faith. 1 do not
belicve in that preaching which lies mainly in shonting, ¢ Believe !
believe! believe!”  In common justice yon are bound to tell the
poor people what thev are to believe.  There must be instruction,
otherwise the exhortation to believe is manifestly vidiculous, and
must in practice be abortive. I fear that some of our orthodox
brethren have heen prejudiced against the free invitations of the
gospel by hearing the raw, undigested harangues of revivalist
speakers whose heads are loosely put together.  The best way to
preach sinners to Christ is to preach Christ to sinners.  Exhorta-
tions, entreaties, and beseechings, if not accompanied with sound
instruction, are like firing off powder without shot. You may
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shout, and weep, and plead, but you ecannot lead men to believe
what they have not lieard, nor to receive a trath which has never
been set before them. ¢ DBecause the preacher was wise, he still
taught the people knowledge.”
While giving instrnetion it is wise to appeal to the understanding.
True religion is as logical as if it were not emotional. I am not an
- admirer of the peculiar views of Mr. Finney, but I have no doubt
that he was useful to many; and his power lay in his nse of clear
argnments,  Many who knew his fame were greatly disappointed
at first hearing him, beeanse he used few beauties of speech and
was as calm and dry as a book of Euelid; but he was exactly
adapted to a certain order of minds, and they were convinced and
convicted by his forcible reasoning.  Should not persons of an
argumentative cast of mind be provided for?  We are to be all
things to all men, and to these men we must become argumen-
tative and push them into a eorner with plain deductions and

necessary inferences,  Of carnal reasoning we would have none,
but of fair, honest pondering, considering, judging, and arguing
the more the better.

The elass requiring logical argument is small compared with the
number of those who need to be pleaded with, by way of emotional
persuasion.  They require not so much reasoning as heart-argument
—which is logic set on fire.  You must argue with them as a
mother pleads with her boy that he will not grieve her, or as a fond
sister entreats a brother to return to their father's home and seck
reconciliation : argument must be quickened into persuasion by the
living warmth of love. Cold logiz has its force, but when made red
hot with affection the power of tender argument is inconceivable.
The power which one mind can gain over others is enormous,
but it is often best developed when the leading mind has ceased
to have power over itself. When passionate zeal has carvied the
man himself away his speech becomes anirresistible torrent, sweep-
ing all before it. A man known to be godly and devout, and felt
to be large-hearted and self-sacrificing, has a power in his very
person, and his advice and recommendation carry weight because
of his character; but when he comes to plead and to persuade,
even to tears, his influence is wounderful, and God the Iloly Spirit
yokes it into lis service. Brethren, we must plead.  Entreaties and
beseechings must blend with our instruetions, Any and every appeal
which will reach the conscience and move men to fly to Jesus we
must perpetually employ, if by any means we may save some. 1
have sometimes heard ministers blamed for speaking of themselves
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when they are pleading, but the censure need not be mnch
regarded while we have such a precedent as the example of
Paul. To a congregation who love vou it is (uite allowable
to mention  your gricf that many of them are unsaved, and
vour vehement desire, and incessant prayer for their conversion,
You are doing right when you mention your own experience of the
goodness of God in Christ Jesus, and plead with men to come
and taste the same. We must not be abstractions or merve officials
to our people, but we must plead with them as real flesh and
blood, if we woulll see them converted.  When you can quofe
vourself as a hving instance of what grace has done, the plea is
too powerful to be withheld throngh fear of being charged with
cootism,

Sometimes, too, we must change our tone.  Instead of instruet-
ing, reasoning, and persuading, we must come to threatening,
and declare the wrath of Gaod upon impenitent souls.  We must
lift the curtain and let them see the future.  Show them their
danger, and warn them to eseape from the wrath to come.  This
done, we must return to ineitation, and set before the awakened
mind the rich provisions of infinite grace which are freely pre-
sented to the sons of men.  In onr Master's name we must oive
the invitation, erying, “ Whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely.” Do not be deterred from this, my brethreny by those
ultra-Calvinistic theologians who sav, « You may instruet and warn
the ungodly, but you must not invite or entreat them.” And why
not 2+ Beeause they are dead sinners, and it is therefore absurd to
invite them, since they cannot come.”  Wherefore then may we
wirn or instruet them 2 The argument is so strong, if it he strong
at all, that it sweeps away all modes of appeal to sinners, and they
alone are logical who, after they have preached to the saints, sit
down and say, ** The election hath obtained it, and the rest were
blinded.”  On what ground are we to address the ungodly at all ?
[f we are only to bid them do snch things as they ave capable
of doing without the Spirit of God. we e reduced to mere
moralists.  If it be absurd to bid the dead siuner believe and live,
it s equally vain to bid him consider his state, and vefloct upon
s future doom. Indeed, it would be wdle altogether were it not
that true preaching is an act of faith, and is owned by the Ioly
Spirit as the means of working spivitual miracles. I we were by
onrselves, and did not expect divine interpositions, we should he
wise to keep within the bounds of reason, and persuade men to do
only what we sce in them the ability to do.  We should then bid



ON CONVERSION AS OURL AIM. 187

the living live, wrge the seeing to see, and persuade the willing to
will.  The task would be so casy that it might even scem to he
superfluous ; certainly no special call of the IHoly Ghost would be
needed for so very simple an undertaking.  But, brethren, where
is the mighty power and the victory of faith if our ministry
is this and nothing more? Who among the sons of men would
think it a great vocation to be sent into a synagogue to say to a
perfectly vigorous man, ¢ Rise up and walk,” or to the possessor
of sound limbs, * Streteh ont thine hand.”  He is a poor Ezckicl
whose greatest achievement is to ery, “ Ye living souls, live.”

Let the two methods be set sile by side as to practical result,
and it will be seen that those who never exhort sinners are seldom
winners of souls to any great extent, but they maintain their
churches by converts from other systems. I have even heard them
say, Ol yes, the Methodists and Revivalists are heating the
liedges, but we shall cateh many of the birds” If I harboured
such a mean thought I should be ashamed to express it. A system
whicli cannot touch the outside world, but must leave arvousing and
converting work to others, whom it judges to be unsound, writes
its own condemnation.

Again, brethren, if we wish to see souls saved, we must be wise
as to the times when we address the wnconverted.  Very little
common sense is spent over this matter.  Under certain ministries
there is a set time for speaking to sinners, and this comes as
regularly as the hour of noon. A few crambs of the feast
are thrown to the dogs under the table at the close of the dis-
course, and they treat your crumbs as you treat them, namely,
with courteous indifference.  Why should the warning word be
always at the hinder end of the discourse when hearers are most
likely to be weary? Why give men notice to buckle on their
harness so as to be prepared to repel our attack?  When their
interest is excited, and they are least upon the defensive, then let
fly a shaft at the careless, and it will frequently be more effectual
than a whole flight of arrows shot against them at a time when
they ave thoroughly encased in armour of proof.  Surprise is a
great element in gaining attention and fixing a remark upon the
memory, and times for addressing the carcless should be chosen
with an eye to that fact. It may be very well as a rule to seck
the edification of the saints in the morning discourse, but it would
he wise to vary it, and let the unconverted sometimes have the chief
labour of your preparation and the best service of the day.
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But our agony for souls must bhe real and not feigned, and
therefore our hearts must be wrought into true sympathy with
God. Low picty means little spiritual power.  Extremely
pointed addresses may be delivered by men whose hearts are out
of order with the Lord, but their result must be small.  There
is a something in the very tone of the man who has been with
Jesus which has more power to touch the heart than the most
perfeet oratory: remember this and maintain an unbroken walk
with God.  You will need much night-work in secret if you are to
gather many of vour Lord’s lost sheep. Only by prayver and
fasting can you gain power to cast out the worst of devils,  Let
men say what they will about sovercignty, God connects special
success with special states of heart, and if these are lacking he
will not do many mighty works.

In addition to carnest preaching it will be wise to use other means.
If you wish to sce resnlts from your sermons you must be accessible
to enquirers. A meeting after every serviee may not be desirable,
but frequent opportunities for coming into direct contact with
vour people should be sought after, and by some means created.
It is shocking to think that therc¢ are ministers who have no
method whatever for meeting the anxious, and if they do see
here and there one, it is beeanse of the courage of the secker, and
not because of the earnestness of the pastor. From the very first
vou should appoint frequent and regular seasons for sceing all
who are secking after ('hrist, and you should continually invite
such to come and speak with vou. In addition to this, hold
numerous enquirers’ meetings, at which the addresses shall be all
mtended to assist the troubled and guide the perplexed, and
with these intermingle fervent prayers for the individuals present,
and short testimonies from recent converts and others.  As an
open confession of Christ is continually mentioned in connee-
tion with saving faith, it is your wisdom to make it easy for
helievers who are as vet following Jesus by night to come forward
and avow their allegiance to him. There must be no persnading
to make a profession, but there should be every opportunity for o
doing, and no stumbling-block placed in the way of hopeful minds.
As for those who are not so far advanced as to warrant any
thought of baptism, you may be of the utimost benefit to them by
personal intercourse, and therefore you should seck it.  Doubts
may be cleared away, errors rectified, and terrors dispelled by a
few moments’ conversation; I lave known instances in which a
life-long misery has heen ended by a simple explanation which
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might have been given years before.  Seck out the wandering
sheep one by one, and when you find all yonr thonghts needed for
a single indiv idual, do not grudge your hbmu, for vour Lord in
his lmmblc repr esents the ﬂ‘nm] shup]ml d as bringing home his lost
khu'll. not in a flock, but one at a time upon his shoulders, and
rejoicing so to do.

With all that von can do yvour desires will not be fulfilled, for
soul-winning is a pursuit which grows upon a man; the more he is
rewarded with conversions the more cager he becomes to see
greater numbers born unto God.  Hence you will soon discover
that you need help if many are to be brouﬂet in. The net soon
becomes too heavy for one pair of hands to drag to shore when it
is filied with fishes; and your fellow-helpers must be beckoned
to your assistance.  Great things are done by the Ioly Spirit
when a whole church is aroused to sacred energy : then there
are hundreds of testimonies instead of one, and these strengthen
cach other; then advocates for Christ suceeed each other and
work into cach other’s hands, while supplication ascends to heaven
with the force of united importunity ; thus sinners are encom-
passed with a cordon of ecarnest entreaties, and heaven itself
is called into the field. It would seem hard in some congrega-
tions for a sinner to be saved, for whatever good he may reeeive
from the pulpit is frozen out of him by the aretic atmosphere
with which he is surrounded: and on the other hand some churches
make it hard for men to remain unconverted, for with holy zeal
they persecute the careless into anxiety. It should be our ambi-
tion, in the power of the Holy Ghost, to work the entire church
into a fine missionary condition, to make it like a Leyden jar
charged to the full with divine electricity, so that whatever
comes into contact with it shall feel its power. What ean one
man do alone 7 What can he not do with an army of enthusiasts
around him ¢ Contemplate at the outset the possibility of having
a chureh of soul-winners. Do not succumb to the usual idea that
we can only gather a few nseful workers, and that the rest of the
community must inevitably be a dead weight: it may possibly so
Lappen, but do not set out with that notion or it will be verificd.
The usual need not be the universal ; better things are possible
than anything vet attained 5 set your aim high and spare no effort
to reach it.  Labour to gathier a church alive for Jesus, every
member energetie to the full, and the whole in incessant activity
for the salvation of men. To this end there must he the best of
preaching to feed the host into strength, continual prayer to
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bring down the power from on high, and the most heroie example
on your own part to fire their zeal: then under the divine blessing
a common-sense management of the entive foree cannot fail to
produce the most desirable issnes. Who among you can grasp
this idea and embody it in actual fact ?

To call in another brother every now and then to take the lead
in evangelistic serviees will be found very wise and nseful; for
there are some fish that never will be taken in your net, but will
surcly fall to the lot of another fisherman.  Fresh voices pene-
trate where the accustomed sound has lost effeet, and they tend
also to beget a deeper interest in those already attentive.  Sound
and prudent evangelists may lond help even to the most cfficient
pastor, and gather in fruit which he has failed to reach: at any
rate it nmlwa a break in the continuity of ordinary services, and
renders them less likely to become monotonous,  Never r-llfful‘
jealonsy to hinder you in this.  Suppose another lamp should
outshine yours, what will it matter so long as it brings light to
those w hose welfare vou are seeking?  Say with Moses, © Would
(rod all the Lord's servants were lnl‘uplwh Ile who is free from
scelfish jealousy will find that no oceasion will sugoest it; his
pu{)ple may be well aware that their pastor is excelled by others
in talent, but they will be ready to assert that he is surpassed
by none in love to their souls. It is not needful for a loving son
to believe that his father is the most learned man in the panah :
lLie loves him for his own sake, and not because he is superior to
others.  Call in every now and then a warm-hearted neighbour,
ntilize the talent in the chureh itself, and procure the services
of some eminent soul-winner, and this may, in God’s hands, break
up the hard soil for yon, and bring vou brighter days.

In fine, beloved brethren, by any means, by all means, labour to
alorify God by conversions, and rest not till your heart’s desive ix

fullilled.
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